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BJAB
Newsletter
Headteacher’s Message
At BJAB, excellence comes in many shapes and sizes. Academic
rigour, values and discipline and creativity all contribute to a wellrounded education. Therefore from time to time we channel an
extra level of enthusiasm into a particular area of the curriculum
and this week, for one day, it was art.
Some might say that the mess, noise, laughter and excitement was
somewhat chaotic! I would argue it was creative, collaborative
learning which illustrated teamwork, innovation and imagination.
These skills are vital for tackling 21st century challenges and I can
foresee more of these special days throughout the year.
Routines are important and, as we approach the end of term,
please ensure your child arrives at school on time which, for Years
1 to 8, is between 8 am and 8.25 am. Any later than these times
disrupts learning.
As always, thank you for your support.

Dates for your diary
Wednesday 16th December
House Assembly – come to school
dressed in your house colours.
Thursday 17th December
End of term Reports
Christmas Jumper Day
Friday 18th December –
Friday 1st January
Christmas Holiday

PreKindergarten &
Kindergarten
The excitement is building in Kindergarten. The children
are preparing for St Nicolas and have made a St Nicolas
with a happy face, a white beard and of course a big red hat.
They have learnt a song in French called 'Ô grand SaintNicolas patron des écoliers'. They are hoping that he has
been listening and will leave them a little surprise in their
slippers.
We spent Thursday making Christmas decorations for the
classroom by painting the window with Christmas trees
made from handprints, making Christmas bunting and
painting pinecones.
To finish of our 'Castle' topic, in Communication,
Language and Literacy the children were imagining
characters from a castle storyland and then trying to draw
them. They thought about how their character would look
and what he would do. Their words were then scribed for
them. They imagined mean Kings, brave princesses, gentle
dragons and even a family of trolls.
In Mathematical Development the children are learning
about patterns. Last week they were making simple patterns
using objects and two colours, this week they were printing
patterns using two colours with two shapes.

Reception
This week we read the story ‘Harry and his bucketful of dinosaurs’. We made predictions about the story and
discussed our favourite moments from the book. In the book Harry and his Granny go on a journey on a train. We
discussed journeys that we had been on and different modes of transport we had used. We decided that Granny and
Harry would need a snack for their journey and decided to bake biscuits for them. We created a list of ingredients,
wrote instructions and then baked some with Mrs. Wells. It was so much fun! We have continued our daily phonic
session, learning new sounds each day and using this in our writing.
This week we completed the Set 1 sounds! In Computing we have continued to use iPads to take pictures of objects,
discussing what makes a good photo. We have explored, using the editing tools, how to change the images and have
arranged them on the app ‘PicCollage’. We created volcanoes, using different materials. We then mixed vinegar and
baking soda and watched the volcanoes explode, discussing what we saw. It has been another fun-filled week in
Reception.

Early Years Reminders
•
•

Wednesday 9th December is Sparkle Day in
Kindergarten, please wear something that sparkles.
The Early Years Christmas Party is on Thursday 17th
December.

Lower School
This week Year 1 experimented with different brush strokes
to paint polar bears and hand-print Christmas garlands.
Children also learned about Christmas in different cultures,
and have created their own Scandinavian Christmas Gnome,
‘Julenisse.’
Year 2 children have started an exciting new project. They
have written their first letters to pen pals in Oxfordshire,
England.

French Spotlight
En introduction à la journée de l’art, les classes
de Year 7 et Year 8 ont découvert Folon, un
artiste Belge de notoriété mondiale. Les élèves
ont pu créer leur propre œuvre d’art dans le
style de ce peintre.

Meet the Teacher

Using printing, painting, pointillism and collage Year 3
created Winter themed artwork. They also used their
knowledge of multiples to create a Mondrian inspired piece.
Year 4 have been inspired by their upcoming Topic,
‘Rainforests’, to create beautifully patterned tropical leaves
and flowers. We have also made seasonal Kiribati snowflake
decorations.

Year 4 have been exploring the properties of shapes,
including angles, dimensions, and parallel lines. We have also
mastered the tricky matter of drawing perfect circles!

Ms Whittaker has recently joined BJAB as our
new year 1 teacher. Ms Whittaker originally
trained as a graphic designer, working for years
in the South of France. It was here, in the heart
of Toulouse, that Ms Whittaker first joined the
International School Community as a Learning
Support Assistant.
“I have enjoyed getting to know the children and the
school over the last few weeks and feel very welcomed
into the BJAB community.”

Eco Council

Prep School
Year 5 has been learning about fashion and dances of the
1970s. They have created their own instructional step by
step dance video for others in the class to follow.
Year 6 has been investigating the effects of different drugs
on human health using their knowledge of the circulatory
and respiratory systems.
Dr Halliwell along with Heads of School, Ciara and Nour
are supporting the Shoe-Box Campaign. The shoe boxes are
to contain around 10 food & drink items (non-alcoholic,
non-perishable, easy to open and ready to eat) and a season’s
greetings card. If you would like to participate in this year’s
campaign, wrap and deposit your shoe box at Reception in
Prep before 17th December.

The Eco Council are calling upon all members
of the BJAB family to bring in any spare seeds
or bulbs that they have from home to plant in
our new eco garden in the Prep School building.

School Houses
On Wednesday 16th December there will be a
house assembly for the whole school via zoom.
This means you can come to school wearing
your house colours.
House
Schuman
Herge
Montgomery
Baudouin

Points
3421
3294
2816
2675
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