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BJAB
Newsletter
Headteacher’s Message
It has been a joy to see the varied ''self-expressions'' around school and on-line
today. I consider BJAB's ability to nurture individuality as a key strength and see
examples every day as I visit classrooms and talk to confident pupils about their
varied beliefs and opinions. In our environment of trust (the new value of the
month) and respect, everyone’s unique personality shines.
I am pleased to report that the Prep bubble will partially re-open on Monday.
Please continue to be vigilant for any signs of illness because as the virus mutates,
symptoms change. Children must not attend school even if they are only feeling
"under the weather.''
Congratulations to everyone on
the very high standards of work
completed by pupils working online this week and for all the
support supplied by parents at
home.
Life at BJAB continues apace as
the creative and exciting Graffiti
Art Day illustrated. In Reception,
an industrious group of girls were
totally absorbed in a building
project and, when questioned,
they told me they were providing
much-needed shelter for unicorns.
Proof at last that unicorns really
do exist!

Dates for your diary
Thursday 11th February at 9:30
(virtual)
Parent Partnership: Relationships
and Sex Education in Year 2
More information to follow

Friday 12th February
Inset Day (school closed)
Monday 15th – Friday 19th
February
Half Term

PreKindergarten &
Kindergarten
There was an alien invasion in Kindergarten this week.
Aliens have been everywhere in our stories, in our dolls
house, on our play dough table and on the moon
landscape we made last week.
Our story of the week was ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ it
made us all laugh and look for aliens hiding in our
underpants in the morning. We used our imagination to
draw an alien and then to describe what he looked like
and the special powers he had. We made flying saucers
from paper plates and cups, they looked just like the one
in our favourite song ‘Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer’.
We had fun in the gym with beanbags, we were balancing
them on our heads, shoulders and hands. We used them
to throw and catch, we liked to see how high we could
throw them.
We have also taken part in the Art Day with our own
version of Graffiti Art. We made beautiful butterflies
with bright colours and symmetrical patterns.

Reception
This week has been busy and fun in Reception. We have learned about ‘real-life’ superheroes and have spoken
about the different jobs they do in our community. Our role-play corner was transformed into a police station
with its very own jail. We have practised writing fines to children in the class, including some of the adults too,
using the phonics taught and forming letters carefully. We learned about emergencies, understanding the
difference between what is and is not an emergency, and learned the emergency number in Belgium. This week
in mathematical development, we have been looking at measurements, comparing the length of different objects.
We have used non-standard units, such as unifix cubes and handspans, to measure different things.
This week we also had Art Day! We made butterflies, creating symmetrical patterns by printing with objects. It
was a lot of fun and we cannot wait to see our final pieces on display in school! We finished off the week looking
at some pictures and videos from Karneval in Cologne, kindly brought in by a parent. We provided meaningful
discussions within class and it was a great way to introduce our focus for next week…Carnival!

Early Years Reminders
•
•

Please ensure that you arrive at school
between 8am and 8:25am for a prompt
8:30am start.
Carnival dress up day for all early years
on Thursday 11th February.

Lower School
Year 1 has explored the sense of sound this week with an
experiment using musical instruments. The children
thought about how to conduct a fair test and made
interesting predictions.
The value of the month is trust. In Year 2, the children
enjoyed a story about the importance of trust and telling the
truth which provoked an interesting class discussion.

School Council
The School Council would like to thank
Harmony of Hope for telling us about their
charity, which brings the healing power of music
to disadvantaged children, especially those in
war-torn areas of the world. Any questions can
go to: harmonyofhope@gmail.com.

Meet the Teacher

Year 3 has begun their LAMDA projects this week. They
have chosen a poem from and have focused on different
poetic devices including rhyming couplets and
onomatopoeia.
Year 4 has been rehearsing their poetry recitals, focussing
on confident delivery with varied expression, tone and
volume.
Mr White is a choral music director and singer
who began singing aged 6. As a member of
Canterbury Cathedral Choir for nearly 40 years
he has sung in venues across the world and made
numerous recordings for disc, TV and radio.
During his business career he has always noticed
how many trained musicians have successfully
applied their skills to industry and commerce. He
is a passionate believer that music teaches skills
of critical analysis, communication and creativity
- which are essential in all walks of life.

International School Poetry
Competition

Prep School
Year 5 has been stuck in the past this week in Computing.
They have been using a Microsoft block coding platform to
code and create their own retro platform games.
Year 6 has enjoyed mathematics and science zoom lessons
with Miss Nolan and English zooms with Mr Seal. They
have worked hard, showing determination and
perseverance throughout the week of distance learning.
Year 7 has been practising the use of BIDMAS in
mathematics with a challenging Kahoot quiz.
Year 8 has been continuing their Python journey by coding
live with Mr Mitchell on Zoom.

The pupils in Years 7 and 8 have been working
on a poetry anthology this week. Years 5 and 6
have been writing a poetry as well. After some
tough competition, the following people are
representing BJAB Prep in the Council of British
International Schools poetry competition:
Kerem, Awen, Irene, Rachele, Greta and Alya.
There were over 650 entries last year, so I am sure
you will join me by sending luck to our entrants
this year.

School Houses
House
Schuman
Herge
Montgomery
Baudouin

Points
5342
5112
4310
4078

Art Day

