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Headteacher’s Message

Dates for your diary

To welcome the arrival of the summer term, this week the whole school
has been immersed in STEAM. Those of you familiar with the acronym
for science, technology, engineering and mathematics will notice the
inclusion of A for Arts. This important development reflects the need in
21st century learning and life for a less silo based approach to subjects in
favour of a more creative, collaborative culture where ideas, innovation
and critical thinking can thrive. I have toured all the classrooms and seen
imaginative and detailed work on a range of topics from space, health and
the environment. My thanks to all the staff for researching their topic area
so thoroughly and delivering a STEAM week of such quality.

Monday 26th April – Tuesday
27th April
School Photographer Visit
Pupils will be taking individual and class
photos only due to the year group
‘bubbles’. Please contact the office if you
would like to arrange sibling or family
photos.
Virtual Parents Evenings

I gave an Assembly this week on our Value of the Month - Unity. Please
see my Musing page for some of the points I touched on.

Wednesday 12th – Friday 14th
May
School Closed (Ascension Day)

This term is usually packed with activities and trips which complement the
academic part of our broad curriculum and one of the highlights is MADD
week. This year our production will be based on The Wizard of Oz and
Miss Rogers has been hard at work preparing a BJAB-customised version.
The excitement this year will begin early to give us time to prepare our
production in bubbles and produce a film which will be presented at the
end of June. As we say in the theatre world "break a leg" everyone and
enjoy the fun.

Friday 30th April
School Closed (Labour Day)

Monday 17th – Friday 21st May
MADD Week
Monday 24th – Tuesday 25th May
School Closed (Whit Monday)
Friday 4th June
Eco Day

PreKindergarten &
Kindergarten
All the children in Kindergarten have enjoyed STEAM
week. We have taken part in all sorts of experiments
and investigations in all the learning areas. We made
boats for the ‘Gingerbread Man’ using junk materials.
After reading the story we thought it would be a good
idea to travel across the river in a boat rather than on
the fox’s head. Then we tested our ideas. We made
wind chimes and explored how sound could be made
not only from instruments but also from things we can
find around the house. We will hang them outside on
the balcony. In Mathematical development we used
timers to see how many objects we could put in a tray
in a certain amount of time.
On Wednesday we had a Science Fair day with the
Reception children and did various experiments in
both classes, such as; shaving foam rain clouds,
dancing raisins, walking rainbows, Oobleck and
Beebots. What a fantastic way to start a new term.

Reception
We came back on Monday excited to be back in school
and spent some time discussing some of the activities
we had done in the Easter holidays. We then were
introduced to the focus of this week which is STEAM.
The class began the week by understanding what
STEAM meant, what it meant to be a scientist and
what we were going to be doing this week. We used all
the activities as a great opportunity to make predictions
and discuss conclusions. One of our favourite activities
was when we were making bubble blowers. We
discussed and explored if we could change the shape
of the bubble with the frame that we created.
In the middle of the week the Reception and
Kindergarten children worked together on a range of
different activities with all the adults in the Early Years
team. We began to learn about the Beebots and how to
program them to move around a grid, learning from
our mistakes. In mathematical development this week
we have been learning about money. We can recognise
some coins and their value. A small shop was set up
which we could use money to practise buying things,
learning to combine coins to make a total amount.

Lower School
This week, Year 1 has created gooey slime, investigated
different methods to clean muddy fabric and experimented
with a selection of materials to see which would make the
best teabag.
This week, the Year 2 children designed and created a bridge
and raft model. As a team, they tested and then re-evaluated
their original designs to successfully construct structures that
could hold weight and pass regulation tests.
Year 3 has been full steam ahead this week with their
investigations and inventions. The children have created
everything from kites and birds nests to floating rafts and
tumbling toast!

French Spotlight
Dans le cadre de la semaine STEAM, les Yr 1 et
2 ont pu étoffer leur vocabulaire animalier tandis
que les Yr 3 et 4 ont commenté des vidéos sur les
planètes et analysé des données concernant le
système solaire. Les Yr 5 et 6 quant à eux ont
étudié les femmes scientifiques célèbres. Enfin,
les Yr 7 et 8 ont partagé leur opinion sur
l’intelligence artificielle.

Meet the Teacher

Year 4 has been investigating the origins, properties and uses
of plastic and looked at ways of managing the problem of
plastic waste.

Prep School
Year 5 has been designing and engineering a water
dispensing device to wash hands. This device needed to
collect water as well as dispense and needed to have a stop
valve to help minimise waste. We have collaborated well,
encountered problems to overcome and have come up with
some ingenious ideas.
Year 6 has been challenged to create a mechanism that
safely transports tomatoes from the height of their class
table to the floor, replicating an issue suffered by many
farmers in the mountain fields of Nepal.
Year 7 has applied maths and physics skills to create a
prototype Mars base using dried spaghetti as the structure.
Year 8 has been studying the challenges presented by long
distance space travel and have designed a space capsule
suitable enough to support astronauts for the 9 month
journey to Mars.

Mr Wilkinson is music teacher for Reception and
Lower School, and a LSA for the Year 6 class. Mr
Wilkinson moved back to Belgium nearly three
years ago after completing his Bachelor of Music
in Cardiff.
“I love the community at BJAB - working with a fantastic
group of staff, interacting with wonderful children and
chatting to parents at the end of the day make me happy to
work at BJAB.
What I love about working with the children at BJAB is
that their enthusiasm about any topic is infectious - their
energy makes it a pleasure teaching music to them as you
can really see a flash of a spark in their eyes when listening
to a new piece or playing with a variety of instruments.”

Eco Council
The Eco Council wish you all a happy Earth Day
for yesterday! Mr. Seal asked his son, Lenny, from,
Kindergarten, what he had been doing to reduce
the climate crisis, to which he answered that he had
been using less glitter in school! Mr. Seal would
love to hear from the BJAB community as to what
you have been doing at school, work and home
School Houses
(b.seal@bjab.org).
In June, BJAB will hold our Eco Day. Please
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STEAM Week

