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BJAB
Newsletter
Headteacher’s Message
Assembly this week was about the Holy month of Ramadan, a
major season of the Islamic year. Children were taught about the
lunar calendar and the phases of the moon by nibbling away at
Oreo biscuits: a creative, multisensory and popular method of
learning. However, the big ‘takeaway’ was the Ramadan message of
family and generosity, something which all religions share with our
Muslim friends. The school photographers captured the essence of
BJAB with their characteristic artistry and I eagerly await the
results. Wednesday brought some unwelcome disruption to our
routine but I was pleased how everyone in our BJAB family drew
on their reserves of resilience and flexibility to ensure we responded
responsibly. Thursday has seen a large number of highly excited
pupils auditioning for parts in our MADD production based on
The Wizard of Oz. My thanks to everyone taking part in this
process. The long weekend beckons and I wish everyone who is
observing the Holy month, Ramadan Mubarak.

Dates for your diary
Friday 30th April
School Closed (Labour Day)
Wednesday 12th – Friday 14th May
School Closed (Ascension Day)
Monday 17th – Friday 21st May
MADD Week
Monday 24th – Tuesday 25th May
School Closed (Whit Monday)
Friday 4th June
Eco Day

PreKindergarten &
Kindergarten
We have started a new topic in Kindergarten, the
Farm, with a focus this week on growing. We have
been busy planting, beans, peas, pumpkins,
potatoes, and radishes. We have been learning
about what plants need in order to grow and thrive.
In Creative development they worked in small
groups to design and make their own miniature
gardens. They thought about the different elements
that they would like to see from tree houses to
ponds.
In Physical Development we have begun
preparations for the Early Years Sports Day. The
children are very excited about running races in
their teams and are practising hard.

Reception
This week we began our topic of ‘minibeasts’. We
discussed that this term our focus has been the
story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. We read
the story, discussed our favourite parts, and
sequenced pictures from the story. We then retold
it as a ‘whispering story’, something which was a
lot of fun!
In art, we have created a larger version of the
hungry caterpillar and smaller butterflies with Mrs.
Wells which we are looking forward to displaying
in the classroom when they are finished. In
mathematical development, we have been
consolidating our understanding of ‘teen’
numbers, recognising patterns, and writing
number sentences. In knowledge and
understanding of the world, we have learned about
the life cycle of the butterfly, making diagrams
from pasta to show the different stages. We also
spoke about the stages of life for other animals
too.
In computing this term we are continuing to work
with the Beebots, learning more about
programming. We have worked in small groups to
move the Beetbot around a course and we are
beginning to note the programs we have inputted
in different ways.

Lower School
In Art, Year 1 has painted The Piano Bear character from our
English story. They sketched the bear using charcoal and
then used spatulas to apply acrylic paint thickly, creating
texture and brushes to apply colour wash.
This week in Year 2, it was time to get back in touch with our
pen pals in Oxfordshire. The children have revised features
of a letter and have written thoughtful letters to their pen pals
with much enthusiasm.

French Spotlight
La classe de Year 5 de Mme Hunt a débuté une
nouvelle unité de travail basée sur le Petit
Nicolas. Cette semaine les élèves ont découvert
les personnages de cette série de livres et ils ont
appris de nouvelles expressions en français pour
les décrire.

Wizard of Oz

Year 3 has proven themselves to be excellent detectives when
identifying scales with missing numbers. They have also been
practicing starting at the zero when using a ruler to measure.
This week Year 4 has been excited to start our new Topic all
about the history, origins and varieties of food.

This week, children in Years 1 - 8 have auditioned
for parts in the upcoming production of the
Wizard of Oz. In music, children have started to
learn songs for the production such as
“Somewhere over the Rainbow”. During Art club,
the children contributed to the production’s set
but creating origami flowers.
If you have not yet given permission for you child
to participate, please complete this form.

Prep School
5,4,3,2,1 … BLAST OFF! Year 5 has launched their new
topical journey 'Out of this World!' They have been
conducting research into different countries attempts to
reach beyond the Earth's atmosphere and have been finding
out what discoveries they have made.
This week, Year 6 has started learning about their new topic
area of light and sight. Studying the ways in which light
travels and how it enables us to see the world around us.
In Classical Civilization, Year 7 has been writing a
newspaper report for the Ephemera Pompeiorum (Pompeii
news) about a gladiatorial combat between a murmillo and a
retiarius. The murmillo ('fish-fighter'), was so called from the
logo on his helmet. The net-fighter (retiarius), was more
vulnerable, but was armed with a net with which to trap his
opponent.

PE Enrichment
The start of the summer term brings with it an
opportunity to introduce summer sports to the
prep Friday enrichment. Pupils have started their
tennis journey and are looking forward to starting
,
cricket and athletics activities soon.

School Houses
House
Schuman
Herge
Montgomery
Baudouin

Points
7515
7499
7248
6741

